Department of Business and Professional Regulation

Senior Deputy Agency Clerk
CLERK: Brandon Nichols
Date: 10/23/2025

BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY

IN RE: PETITION FOR VARIANCE BY
MELANIE HAWK

VW 2025-092

NOTICE OF INTENT TO GRANT PETITION

Petitioner, Melanie Hawk, filed a petition for a permanent variance from the requirements of
Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), on September 8, 2025. The
Notice of the petition appeared in the Florida Administrative Register on September 15, 2025, in
Volume 51 Number 180. No comments by interested persons were received. The petition was
heard at a duly-noticed public meeting of the Florida Board of Accountancy (Board) on
October 3, 2025, in Orlando, Florida. Petitioner was present and was not represented by counsel.
The Board was represented by Rachelle Munson, Senior Assistant Attorney General. The Petition
is incorporated by reference herein and attached to this Notice.

STATEMENT OF RELEVANT FACTS

The facts relevant to the petition are as follows:
1. Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(a), (b), F.A.C., effective December 6, 2023, provides:

(a) A candidate may take the required test sections individually and in
any order. As designated in this paragraph, credit for any test
section(s) passed shall be valid for either eighteen or thirty months
from the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy
(NASBA) grade release date for that test section, without having to
attain a minimum score on any failed test section(s) and without
regard to whether the candidate has taken other test sections. Forany
test section passed with a grade release date prior to January 1, 2024,
credit will be valid for eighteen months from the NASBA grade release
date for that test section. For any test section passed with a grade
release date on or after January 1, 2024, credit will be valid for thirty
months from the NASBA grade release date for that test section.

(b) Candidates must pass all four test sections of the CPA
Examination within the designated rolling period, which begins on the
NASBA grade release date for the first test section(s) passed. In the
event all four test sections of the CPA Examination are not passed
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within the designated rolling period, credit for any test section(s)
passed outside the applicable period will expire and must be retaken.

2. Petitioner passed the BEC portion of the CPA examination on July 10, 2023, and credit
for that portion of the examination expired on June 30, 2025. Petitioner passed the AUD portion of
the examination on November 7, 2023, and credit for that portion of the examination expired on
June 30, 2025. Petitioner passed the FAR portion of the examination on April 8, 2025, and credit
for that portion of the examination will expire on October 8, 2027. Petitioner passed the REG portion
of the CPA examination on August 6, 2025, and credit for that portion of the examination will expire
on February 6, 2028.

3. Petitioner described various hardships which contributed to the untimely passage of the
examination sections, including delays in score release dates, emdtional distress after discovering
there was an active shooter in 2025 on the campus where her son attended college, and her
treatment and recovery of -in 2025.

4. Petitioner seeks a permanent variance from Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b), F.A.C., to allow
an extension of the rule requirement.

GROUNDS FOR APPROVAL

The Board determined the petition should be granted on the following grounds:

5. Petitioner established that the Board’s strict application of Rule 61H1-28.0052(1)(b),
F.A.C., to her circumstances, would violate principles of fairness or would impose a substantial
hardship on her.

6. Petitioner established that, if she were granted the variance, the purpose of the
accountancy examination statute would be met as required by Section 473.306, F.S.

This Notice shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department of Business

and Professional Regulation.
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DONE AND ORDERED this /7 day of 0(’/76A~c/‘ , 2025, by the
Florida Board of Accountancy.
FLORIDA BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY

?040\ C)C/co«»»/mhau@ \

Roget Scarborough, Directof
Division of Certified Public Accounting
for William Benson, Chair

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO HEARING

This notice constitutes final agency action if no request for a hearing is received by the Board on or
before the twenty-first (21t) day after the applicant’s receipt of the notice. The applicant may request a
hearing by filing an appropriate petition with the Division Director of the Board at 240 Northwest 76" Drive,
Suite A, Gainesville, FL 32607. The applicant or petitioner may petition for a hearing involving disputed
issues of material fact before an administrative law judge pursuant to Section 120.57 (1), Florida Statutes, or
for a hearing not involving disputed issues of material fact pursuant to Section 120.57 (2), Florida Statutes.

A petition for a hearing involving disputed issues of material fact must contain information required
by Rule 28-106.201, Florida Administrative Code, including a statement of all disputed issues of material
fact. The Board may refer a petition to the Division of Administrative Hearings for assignment of an
administrative law judge only if the petition is in substantial compliance with the rule requirements. A petition
for a proceeding not involving disputed issues of material fact must contain information required by Rule 28-
106.301, Florida Administrative Code, including a concise statement of the ultimate facts alleged, as well as
the rules and statutes which entitle petitioner to relief.

In accordance with Section 120.573, Florida Statutes, mediation is not available.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished by

U.S. Certified Mail to Melanie Hawk, 5387 Chiswick Circle, Orlando, FL 32812, and to Kenneth
Plante, Chief Attorney, Joint Administrative Procedures Committee, 111 W. Madison Street, Pepper
Building, Room 680, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1400, and by electronic delivery to: Rachelle

Munson, Senior Assistant Attorney General, at Rachelle.Munson@myfloridalegal.com;

Tracy Smith at Tracy.Smith@myfloridalegal.com; and Cassandra Fullove at

Cassandra.Fullove@myfloridalegal.com; this %@\ day of OC,. , 2025.

LB M
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Department of Business and Prolessional Regulation

. B-Pug-2825 82:10  From: o e ... 21380249217 CL?:Q':raD:ES;VNAiS:;ZY Clerk
PETITION FOR WAIVER OR VARIANCE of BOARD OF bote: 8181202
ACCOUNTANCY RULE(S) ate: 5

File #:
August 7, 2025

Petitioner Information:: R E@E”VED

Melanie Hawk ,

5387 Chiswick Circle AUG 0 8 2025
Orlando, FL 32812 Florida Division of
Attorncy Information:: N/A Certified Public Accounting

Applicable Portions of the Rule(s):
s141-28.0052(1) (b}, Florida Administrative Code:

Candidates must pass all four test sections of the CPA Examination

within a rolling gighteén- month period which begins on the NASBA

grade release date for the first test section(s) passed. In the cvent all VW 2 02 5"092
four test sections of the CPA Examination are not passed within the

rolting eighteen month period credit for any test section(s) pussed

outside the eighteen month period will expire and that testsection(s)
must be-retaken.

The citation to the statute the rule is implementing:
Scction 473.306, Examinations (Florida Statutes)
Type of Action Requested:

Petitioner respectfully reqiests a penmancnt variance for Rule aunl-
28.0052(1) (b), Florida Admiunistrative Code. Requesting
reinstatement of BEC and AUD exam credits that expired on June
30, 2025.

Specific fact that demonstrates 4 viofation of the principley of
fairness that wonld justify e variance for the petitioner:

Timeline:

BUC - Pass 7/11/23 score refcase
AUD- Pass 11/8/23 score release
FAR - Pass 4/8/25 score release
REG- Pass 8/6/25 score refease

Tn 2023, | commitied to CPA exam preparation. A month after
studying began, | was promoted into a new role at work supporting.
heavy quarterly deliverables and external reporting. Despite the new
job responsibilitics and managing a new tcam, 1 suecessiully passed
both BEC and AUD that year.

In 2024 with CPA evolution and the continuing demands of the new
job, T attempted but did not suceced in passing my remaining
sections. The loss of study momentuin.due fo extended score release
dates with the CPA evolution created severe hardships as well as the
continuing demands at work. In addition, } lost a family member in
the middie of the yedr, which provided more .

I resumed my studies and successfully pessed FAR on 4/8/25. In the
middic of REG studies, on 4/17/25, there was an active shooter on
Florida State University’s campus, where my son was attending
college. This was only 2 weeks before his graduation, The

and I of What happencd put a severe decline in my




B-fug-2025 Bz:11  From: | +13882492176  p.2

Aty to foeny on studicd. . A few weeks Tntor, my dogtor suspeaied -
: I - crTorned bn-nw :
- B days before vy REG exam.-(Medical support helow). -1 haid.

- no-choice Hun to: cope with-the: pam of recovary and anxluy"md try w
pish thrbugh und toke the éxatnein June due & the pendiog exain -
creditexpiration dave gl H/30/25. _ severely
comprontised my final revitw process fot REG and unfor nvnatf*ty, I

©came ups 2 ponits short. My BEC sud AUD. dredits expired o ©
6130725, § coritinned 1o gush thuoughy détermined o reach ty goal,
and ptmcd U REG éxarm inihié ngsi availabie lwmcrg vvmdow ony
8!6"25 seore release (ol for-theexam on 723/25).,

Given the personal hardships encountered, and with CPA cvumuun
© extending 2023 ctedits only until 6/30:23 fnstead of 12/35125, it
wowld b Fatr'to consider sy reduest since T swiftly passed miy final
sectivn, KEG, oh the vt'ry ncu b(.UI*c uh.w; Mndow 'l hdnk you for
- your mnslderatum '

T&é renson why the vriaiice reqne&ted Would serve the
purposw of ﬂre um!e,rlymg sintute:

The' pbmnonu has sutoess ‘iull 1y comp?u»d all tt.-ur .:‘waJUPb u{ tfxc. :
CPa Examinitiion Thepetifmnes valued the impasiancs of .
.accamplsthmg this: goal and was deterinined 1o finish-and sac for the -

- Just cicam oily 3 weeks uftertie 630428 credit explation date, - In
‘addition, the petiticnéi haé npheld o suedesstul Sarcer (254 yityin:
Dotk secoumting apd fnzncil plmmmu and wnadysis toles and is of

: .gmd mnral ph'ﬂ?‘q(&,{ Gmmmv iy permanent waiver wirulkl not -

- undesmingithe rment m’ ,Ss:uum 4?”, 106 anmmammq (l iaﬁda
S%tﬁutc }

Petitioner btatcment* :

. I ?cilfitit:myﬁ rr_esqwqd’gtl y rchs.}s d pk:t:r:nugwt;ﬁ \:‘:uiwl:cc; To:r Rul‘. aint l .
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